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Van: Anders Ojgaard [mailto: )

Verzonden: dinsdag 21 februari 2017 11:44
Aan: 'Michael Charney'

cCi

Onderwerp: RE: Is the reach really Dutch?

Dear Michael,
Thank you for this helpful and elaborate answer.

Yesterday we also contacted the Dutch Cycling Embassy and received this reply from
project coordinator Edward Douma:

Lately we get a lot of questions about the so-called 'Dutch Reach’. In order to do a final
fact check, I have been in touch with Centraal Bureau Rijvaardigheid (CBR), the office
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Lately we get a lot of questions about the so-called 'Dutch Reach’. In order to do a final
fact check, I have been in touch with Centraal Bureau Rijvaardigheid (CBR), the office
behind the driving exams (both the theoretical and the practical exam). The reply I
received said the following (loosely translated):

"Personally I think opening a door like this is a really good way, but it’s not literally
prescribed like this. The statutory rules on entering and exiting vehicles are part of the
theoretical exam. During the practical exam it is an essential part of score. Page 133 of
Rijprocedure B, a document for relevant parties, is describing the right way for entering
and exiting vehicles.

'For exiting the vehicle, the following is important: before you open the door, looking
and giving way to other traffic is essential.” "

So there’s no specific way of opening doors described. The most important thing
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So there’s no specific way of opening doors described. The most important thing
is whether a candidate takes aforementioned precaution in attention. If the candidate
shows a careful way of opening doors, it indicates that it had enough attention during
the driving lessons.

In short: The Dutch Reach is not mandatory, it's not described, but it's a good way of
teaching candidates how to exit the vehicle. Therefore many driving schools will teach
their students to use the Dutch Reach but is not part of the exam as such.

Since publishing the article yesterday we have also received word from more Danish-
speaking Dutch people. One of these states that when she took her driver’s license back
in 1973 you did indeed fail your test if you opened your door with your left hand. But it
appears from the reply above that this is currently not the case - and other Dutch

people who have gotten in touch with us report that at their driving schools, no such
practice was taught.

So it seems that, currently, mastery of this method is not a part of the driving exam in




image4.PNG
Anders Qjgaard email 2/21/17 section 4

S0 It seems that, currently, mastery of this method Is not a part of the driving exam In
The Netherlands but that it is indeed taught by several driving schools there.

I got my own license back in 1988 (in Denmark) and did not learn this way of opening a
door. But yesterday we were contacted by many Danish readers that in fact were -
ranging from 1976 and up till today.

Despite being a Dane myself, I did not know this. But it seems the practice here in
Denmark is more or less as widespread as it is in Holland. Some driving schools teach
this method, some do not. And it is not a part of the driving exam - but it is required at
the exam that you look out and wait for passing traffic before you open your car door.

So it appears that the Dutch reach is more Dutch-Danish - or perhaps ‘European’.
As you probably already know, Denmark and the Netherlands are the two European
countries with (by far) the most widespread cyclism, so it makes sense that these two

countries in particular would have developed safer ways of cars and bicycles co-existing.

I thank you again for your most valuable reply and wish you all the luck in the world
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I thank you again for your most valuable reply and wish you all the luck in the world
with the project. I had a friend back in the 1990s who was severely injured after being
‘doored’ on a bicycle and know first-hand how dangerous this can be.

This is our article about “The Dutch Reach” published yesterday:
https://www.magasinetkbh.dk/indhold/det-hollandske-greb (in Danish)

If you wish to read a little more about our publication, you can do so here:
http://ubla.eu/kbh-magazine/ (in English)

Best regards,

Anders Ojgaard

W vas [
B

KBH’

Skindergade 15
1159 Copenhagen K
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www.magasinetkbh.dk
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