


































































DIY Sign Making
One can draft new signage with Power Point (PPt) & Snipping Tool (ST) on 
Windows.  

Photoshop is useful to make silhouettes & masks which make the background 
transparent. Such layered images with transparent backgrounds is also available 
with Illustrator or other graphics programs.

With ST, crop & copy images, clip art, etc. & paste into Power Point as PNGs 
which are (small) vector files which enlarge or shrink with little loss.

Use Shapes in PPt & copy & paste editing with ST – selecting details, shapes, 
color, B or W patches to doctor & build your image. Make successive PNGs of 
work in progress & save PPt often, preserving stages of the image in case you 
need to back track.

Consider overlaying model images with black shapes or parts of existing 
pictograms to make needed new signage.  See examples below



MAKING MASKS OR SILHOUETTE LAYERS
x

Photoshop enables you to make silhouettes, layers and 

masks.  The “Magic Wand” tool lets you select out 

sharp edged images. You can then Edit>Cut” out 

selected sections or their inverse & replace it with a 

transparent layer (which appears as a pale 

checkerboard fill).  Sometimes you will need to edit 

using PPT or PS tricks to “free”, patch or doctor the part 

you want for silhouette mask and use.
X

Using PS’ Images> Adjustments >Hue & Saturation you 

can turn the remaining image solid black and save as a 

PNG. The silhouette / mask then may be superimposed 

over another image.
X

Use Help or Google to find tutorials.





Photoshop silhouette mask

Use PPt Shape using stars, triangles to make 
crash. Use PPt to silhouette & make mask









Your feedback – and sharing - of 
found or newly created cycling safety 

signgs is welcomed! 


